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Preach'd at | 
BLEWBURY, 
September 19. 1715, 


ANNIVERSARY SERMON, Upon the | 
Account of the large Charity given 
to the Poo of that Village, by Wil- 
lian Malthus, late Citizen and Mer- 
chant in London. * 


By JOSEPH ACRES, 
Vicar of BLEWBURY. 


— 


and F. Clark, in the 7 1716. 
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Her Royal Highneſs 


* Rf E 


PRI NC ESS 


Ss I hadan Heart full of Joy, 
for His preſent Majeſty. 
wonderful and peaceable 
Acceſſion to the Britiſh 
Throne; ſo I took all 
Opportunities to give it a free Vent; ; 
and being at that time appointed _ 
preach | an Anniverſary Sermon, upon 
the 
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the Account of a large Charity that i 
given to the Poor of Blewberry, I too 
that Text, Pſal. Ixxviii. 4. Ve will ul 
hide them from their Children; ſhewing t 
the Generation to come, the Praiſes of th 
Lord, and his Strength, and the wonderf, 
Works that he hath done. After I half 
put them in Mind of the many graciou 
Deliverances God had given chis Churc 
and Nation, from Papiſts and their Ad 
herents, I took Occaſion to lay befor 
my Hearers, in as lively Colours as | 
could, the glorious Scene that was noy 
opening; That we had a King, that wa 
the Darling and Delight of Mankind 
a Royal Prince, of an undaunted Cou 
rage; and your felt a Princeſs, that 
had given an uncommon Example o 

your Steadineſs to the Proteſtant Reli 
gion; that God had allo blefs'd Yo 
with a numerous Iſſue; ſo that we had 
Reaſon to hope, that God would ſend 
Peace upon our J/rael till Time was no 
more. 


This 


— 
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This Sermon] ſoon after preach d at 
other Place; and, as far as I could 
rn, all my Hearers were very well 
leaſed with it. By an unexpected Pro- 
idence, I ſupplied the Lecturers Place 
White-Chappel the Sunday after the Co- 
Pnation : I was a perfect Stranger to 


* at End of the Town ; the Uſage that 
a there met with, is too well known to 
Me Court, City, and Country, that I 


Need not ſay any more about it; but 
nly obſerve the different Taft ſome 
f the Inhabitants of that Pariſh, and 
e honeſt Countrey Farmers, haye of 
ele Matters. 

I here Preſent Your Royal Highneſs 
ith a Second Anniverſary Sermon ; when 
do many of the Clergy were Preaching 
p hereditary, indefeaſible Right, which 
ath no Foundation either in the Law 
God, or in the Law of the Land, and 
ere going into the Meaſures of the late 
retched Miniſtry; ſome of us mourn'd 
Secret, poured out our Souls to God, 
nd did all that was in our Power to 


oppoſe 
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oppoſe the Torrent that was bearingſſÞur 
down all before it; and here we had Mr 
Leader of great Wiſdom, Piety, and; 
Conduct; I mean the late Lord Biſhoyſto 
of Sarum, who was not only like Nod 


a Preacher of Righteouſneſs, but a MU 

ö that ſtood in the Gap; and tho Day bit 
| Day, the Sons of Strife vexed his righteW6, 
| ous Soul by their ungodly Deeds; ye 
all this violent Oppoſicion of unreaſon ne 

able Men did but whet his Courage, anc 

puſh him on with greater Reſolution an": 
Conduct. Ds 5 we 

Indeed the imminent Danger tif 


whole Proteſtant Intereſt was in at thi he. 
Time, both at Home and Abroad, lm 
very heavy upon his Mind, and caus al 
him to go Mourning all the Day longer 
the Wounds that were in the ChurdPs 
and State made a deep Wound in h 410 
Heart, becauſe too many did neither w (tru 
lue che Goſpel, nor underſtand how ne; ſs; 
we were the Loſing it, together with o 
Liberty and Property, and all that w eV: 
dear to us, both as Men and ChriftianPns c 
5 
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ut when the fatal Snare e and 
r Soul eſcap ed, as . a Bird out of the 
are of the Ruble, God put a new Song 
to his Mouth, he livd-to ſee the Glo- 
15 Revolution completed, and brought 
bear, when God prevented his pre- 
t Majeſty with the Bleſſing of Good- 
ſs, and ſet a Crown of pure Gold upon his 
2 he might then ſay with good old 
neon, Lord, let now thy Servant depart in 
ace: for mine Eyes have ſeen thy Salva- 
n. God took him upon Pi/gab, and 
ve him a full View of the Promis d 
and, and then took him to Himſelf. 
hen Times in any Age are turning 
om bad to good, ſome pretious Souls; 
all die in the critical Juncture, and 
ver enjoy the Proſperity of them. He 
Sv refs from bis Labours, and his Works, 
/ follow him; and 2s he was the happy 
yſtrument of turning many to Rig bteonſ- 
ne; fo he will fine, not only as the 
 orfÞriebtneſs of the Firmament, but as the Stars 
ever and ever. For among all the 
janſpns of Men, there was none more like 
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the Son of God, who, with an unwearie 


ſtroy thoſe unhappy Weeds; and th: 


not ſpoiled and prejudiced with vil 


Application, went up and down doing Gulf © 

Among all his Views, he had a pat 
ticular Eye to the riſing Generation, tha 
they might be bred up better than thi 
which is going off the Stage. He wa 
very ſenſible that the Looſeneſs an 
Aims of the Court, for the two Reig 
before the Glorious Revolution, ha 
brought on a deep Corruption both i 
Morals and Politicks, and that it u- 
the Work of an Age to pluck up and dif 


the greateſt Good we can hope to doi 
this World is upon young Perſons, Hr 
have not yet taken their Ply, and ai 


Practices and wrong Notions. It wa 
our Bleſſed Saviour's Direction, to af 
young Children to come unto him; for of ſud 
# the Kingdom of Heaven : and his lal 
Legacy to St. Peter was, to feed his Lamb 
In Obedience to theſe Divine Rules, chi 
pious Prelate was often in every Corne 
of his Diocele, not only Preaching, bu 

| Cate 


| 


The Dedication. xi 


acechizing the Vouth, giving them New 
- Weſtamencs, Prayer-Books, and Money, 


f ſound Words, and all other Things 
Which they ought to underſtand for 

cir Spiritual Advantage, and for their 
ouls Health, knowing well that this was 
e right Way to make this great Nation 
wiſe and underſtanding People. 
Some Years ago, a Merchant in Lon- 
n died, and gave for the Uſe of the 
oor in Blewberry above Seven T houſand 


as to be diſpoſed of in ſuch a manner 
bis Lordſhip ſhould think fit, for all 


bharity-School is built, and well en- 
owed; and as this is the moſt popu- 
us, and perhaps as poor a Village as 
Wy in the County, and too many were 
tmerly brought up in Ignorance and 
leneſs; ſo now there is not a poor 
Soy but what is taught to read and 
rite, and inſtructed in the Principles of 
e Chriſtian Religion, and the Girls are 
1 allo 


2, encourage them to learn that Form 


ods; the Yearly Income of which 


ture and ſucceſſive Ages. A noble 


4 
*n. | 


long as we have any Taſte of Brien. 
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alſo taught to Knit, Spin, and Sew; cet 


that Blewberry, that before was a barry « 
Wilderneſs, is now like a well-water 1 
Garden, in which all the Fruits of Pha. 


radiſe appear; there is not a Family, Mo 
which there is not a Bible, and one thii e 
can Read in that bleſſed Book; ani9: \ 
thoſe Seats that belong to the Poor ad 
more crowded than any part of us 
Church. e un 

Our Great Deliverer King Willan»s 
whoſe Name will be precious to us a" 


Liberties, and the Proteſtant Religioſ It 
did, in one of his laſt Speeches to hi p- 
Parliament, exhort them to find of du 
Ways to ſet the Poor on Work, and to e 
ooy of idle Hands, which I find, by i 
veral Trials I have made, is not ſo di 
ficult a Task as ſome imagine, an 
which will at once reſcue them from tv 
great Evils, 7dleneſs and Beggary- O 
poor Children are not only cloath d wi 
their own Manufacture, but laſt Yepper 
we gave to ſeveral poor Perſons, wif ma 
recel 


— - 
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| (Mccive Weekly Alms, à certain Quan“ 
Hof Linen, which the Children ſpun. 
look upon this as a well-choſen 
\Mharicy ; the Law obliges the Parith to 
ovide them Food, bur theſe poor 
retches are in a miſerable Condition 
Want of Linen to keep them clean 


5 a Woman full of good Works, and 
Ims-deeds which ſhe did, and all the Wi- 
ws flood by; ſhewing the Coats and Gar- 


WO: 4 
It is the Intereſt of all Governments, 
promote ſerious Godlinels, and early 
duſtry 5 for Righteouſneſs exalteth a 


th Rich. The great Riches of any 
lation low from the induſtrious and 


anfſorking Hands; tis theſe that carry on 

i tuſſe Variety of uſeful Arts and Manufa- 
O Hures. Now the Parents of poor Children 

e not able to procure, at their own 
pence, the Knowledge that is neceſſary 
make them happy in this, or a better 
- 1 World, 
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d wholſome. We read that Dorcas 


mts which ſbe made while ſhe was with 


Jiion, and the Hand of the Diligent ma- 
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World, nor Materials to ſet them 
Work: . Now then to raiſe Funds, 
reach them to read and pray, to wor 
God in Spirit and in Truth and þ 
them in a Way of Work, and early | 
duſtry, is the beſt Thing we can do 7 
them, when their tender Fingers 
taught as ſoon as they can well ule th 
Tongues; and being thus accuſtom 
from their Infancy, their Hands: 
much more ready and nimble, and a 
ligent Application to Buſineſs will gro 
up and increaſe with their Age. Id 
nefs is the great Corrupter of huma 
Nature; and if the Mind hath. no En 
ployment given it, it will create ſome! 
worſe ſort to it ſelf. If publick War 
Houſes were ſet up in our large Village 
where the ſcattered Current of Chari 
might meet; and were there but put 
lick Spirits, eicher to contribute, or wi 
a little Pains and Honeſty to overſee fuc 
a pious Deſign, Villainy would ſoc 
be impracticable, the Number of tj; 
Poor diminiſhed, and ſuch as remi 
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n well provided for; the Pariſh Taxes 
„Fold be much ealier; the Manufa- 
rg res of che Nation advanced, and Fo- 
Y bn | Importarions leſſened. "Or ans 
of 


Male n = 
This Nation is in a Sort of Flay 
reſent ; burT hope the turbulent Fa- 
oma is in their lat and dying Strug- 
Ws: che God that hath by a Train of 
20 des delivered us from bloody and 
11 eaſonable Men, will continue to own 
Caule, and drive our Enemies like 
"_ f before the Wind, and that He that 
r the raging of the Sea, will fill the 
me Wits of the vileſt of. the People, and 
Ile the Storm a Calm; and that the 
- God, that can r Good out 
art® will make this the Means of U- 
* ag all the hearty Lovers of our Con- 
tion more cloſe together, that ſo no 
er Diſtinction may be heard amongſt 
but of ſuch as are for Popery and 
f itrary Government, and thoſe who are 
AY che Proteſtant Religion and Britiſh 
ED | Lis 


1 _ th. 
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s Likerties... And that we, who have 0. 
Lord, one Faith, and one Baptiſm, a 
agree in all the Eſſentials of Chriſti 
ty, may be of one Heart. and one Mn 
and, if poſſible, of one Communioi 
then Mercy and Truth will meet togetly 
Righteouſneſs and Peace will kiſs each oth 

then our Church will be che Perfet ; 

of Beauty, and the Jy Ef the wh 
Earth. 


May it pleaſe Your Royal Highneſs 
Jam Your moſt Humble, 


and moſt Devoted Servant; | 


Joſeph Acre 
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PROVERBS XXX. - XS 


be ſeeketh Wool, and Flax, and worketh 
* with her Hens. 


eſs, 


ready to take any Pains her 
ſelf, that ſhe may give a good 
Example unto others; particu- 
clin the Linen and Moollen Mausfacture, 
which the greateſt Women, as appears 
ancient Authors, conſtantly employed 
jemſelves heretofore. Adim was not idle 
Paradiſe, lie there dreſs'd and look*d aſter 
e Garden; and, aſter his Fall, was to eat 
s Bread in the Sweat of his Brows. His 
hildren were bred up to Buſineſs; Abel 

35 a Keeper of Sheep; and Cain, a Tiller 
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the Froſt by Night; and that his Sleep depam 


in looking after their Fathers Flocks. G. 


the Story of Moſes, Exod. 11. 6. Now the Pri 


and a ſeaſonable Opportunity; as When 
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of the Ground. The Patriarchs were She 
herds and Graſiers; the Flocks of Abram an; 
Lot were ſo numerous, that the Land wz 
not able to bear them, that they might dwell 
together; for their Subſtance was ſo greif 
ſo that they could not dwell together ; an 
Jacob's e 0s was ſo extraordinary, tha 
in his Expoſtulations with Laban, he declare 
That in the Day the Drought conſumed him, 4 


from his Eyes, The Daughters of Men of ti 
firſt Rank, in that early Age, were employ! 


XXIX. 9. Rachel came with her Father's Sheq 
for (he kept them. And that this was the Pr 
ctice in the Land of Midian, appears fra 


of Midian had ſeven Daughters, and they cu 
and drew Water, and filled the Troughs, to m 
their Father's Flock, The renowned King [ 
vid, the Anointed of God, was taken ira 
the Sheep-Folds, from following the Ems gt 
with Joung, to feed Jacob his People, and Ii 
his choſen. iy 

The Second Adam, our Bleſſed Savialf 
Jeſus Chriſt, went up and down doing Gooi 
and when a proper Object was before hi 


met with the Woman of Samaria, he neg 
ed his Meat and his Drink, his daily Bre 
to do the Will of his Father which was 
Heaven; and very probable, while he 


Up. 
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pon Earth, before he entred upon his pub- 
ick Miſſion, he worked at the Trade of his 
eputed Father : Mark vi. 3. Is not this the 
arpenter ? So Juſtin Martyr not only ſpeaks. 
c him, as the Son of a Carpenter; but faith, 
That, being among Men, he made Kakes 
and Yokes, which were the Work of 
Carpenters”. It ſeems not only true, but 
en requiſite, that he ſhould be of ſome 
rade; ſince, by the Jewiſh Canons, all Fa- 
lers were bound to teach their Children 
me Trade; and their moſt celebrated Rab- 
WW thought it a great Reproach not to be of 
dme Trade; and alſo that he might give 
Wo Example of being bred up in ſome cu- 
Wious Arts. Not only upon the Earth, but 
Io in Heaven, Chriſt is always buſie, hav- 
g an Eye to the Concerns of the Church 
ere below, always ſetting at God's Right 
and, making Interceſſion for us. The Angels 
re exempt from Sin, but not from Duty: 
e maketh his Angels Spirits, his Miniſters a 
lame of Fire: Miniſtring Spirits, ſent forth to 
iniſter to them who are Heirs of Salvation. 
he bleſſed Spirits are always on the Win 
wien diſpatching the Commands of God, 2 
Fiving Succour to us; who giveth his Angels 
large. Dan. iv. 17. This Matter is by the De- 
n Wree 4 the Watchers. Angels have their Hands 
n the great Things of the World, in ruling 
he Kingdoms and Affairs here below. Good 
ind bad Angels, where there are Wars, have 
| B27 as 


— — K. — 
3 — — — 


DO — — 
— —— 
Cant 32 hr 
— 


2 * 2 3 — 
Err 
— rr 3 
. 


TY 
— 


—— 4 


— 


N » — — PX = ” 
— — — — — — — — 1 . a wy — 8 — 2 . -. . > a. 
it Inner oe EET Born {nn AS 3 — 2 . . 
—— * + oath * 4 - + — . — — — — * — : "I 
* — - 2 — —— — - 
— FS 2 


24 

F 7 
1 

4 

: j 
35 

ON 
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man does, in molt pathetick Strains, exhar 


vi. 6. Go to the Ant, thou Sluggard, chuſider her 
Ways, and be wiſe, Induſtry is requiſite in al 


the Example of the Ants; whoſe Diligenct 


Ver. 7. Which having no Guide, Overſeer, a 


. 
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as much to do as Men have, and do oppoſe 
by Suggeſtions to the Spirits of Men, The 
are the izviſible Rulers of this World, © 

God himſelf is ever watchful, and eve 
buſte in preſerving the World, and provid. 
ing for the Needs of every Creature - H 
openeth his Hand, and ſatisfieth the Deſire | 
every living Creature : They all wait apon hin 
and he giveth them their 'Meat in due Seaſon. 
No Book is more full of this neceſſan 
Subject, than the Proverbs of Solamon: Lelf 
us take a full View of them at once, and 
urge the Reaſons for it, in that plain ant 
ſimple Method that they are there put toge. 
ther; wherein that Royal and Inſpired Pen- 


to Diligence; ſhewing the vaſt Advantage 
we reap thereby; and, in a moſt movin 
Manner, expoſes the Sin, the Folly, and thi 
Miſery of being flothful in Buſineſs. Pran 


thy Affairs, to which J muſt excite thee by 


in gathering and preſerving Food for them 
ſelves, we ought both to obſerve and imitate 


Raler ; which is the more to he obſerved 
becauſe they have none to direct them, not 
to call them to an Account for any Negl. 
gence; Ver. 8. Proviaeth her Meat in the Sum 
luer, and gathereth her Food in the _— 
£8 : . N Lys + 9 ( N 
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ho never omit the Opportunity they have 
n Harveſt, to make Proviſion againſt the 
inter, Ver. 9. How long wilt thou ſleep, O 
luggard? When wilt thoa ariſe ont of thy Sleep? 
che ſtrange Idleneſs of Mankind, to call 
pon them again and again, and ſtir them 
p to Labour ; and yet indulge themſelves 
n Sloth, as if they were made for nothing 
ſe but to Sleep, and take their Eaſe. Ver. 
1. Go ſhall thy Poverty come as ove that tra- 
S-elleth, and thy Want as an armed Man. The 
zhipwrack of Fortune falls upon Prodigals, 
r ſuch as are careleſs of their Eſtates, by in- 
Wenſible Degrees at the firſt, with ſoft, ſilent 
WW aces, like a Traveller, and is hardly per- 
ceived ; but ſoon after Neceſſity invades them, 
ke an armed Man; that is, preſſes upon him 
d hard, that he feels it plainly, and perceives 
Where is no Reſiſtance to be made. Chap. xii. 
. The Hand of the Diligent ſhall bear Rule; 
e that taketh Pains in an honeſt Imployment, 
hall take his Eaſe at laſt, and raiſe himſelf 
o Riches, Dominion, and Power. Chap. xiii. 
The Soul of the Sluggard deſireth, and hath 
W-thing, i. e. there is nothing gotten. s 
Joth, neither Riches nor Learning, whic 
e in vain deſires, that will not labour for 
em. Ver. 23. Much Food is in the Tillage of 
e Poor, i. e. a poor Man, many times, 
akes a plentiful Proviſion for himſelf and 
Iss Family, out of a few Acres of Land, which 
de manages with Care and Diligence. Chap. 
Ts = MN xiv. 
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Xiv. 4. Where no Oxen are, the Crib is clean; 
but much Tncreaſe is by the Strength of the Ox 
i. e. if the Fields lie fallow, and be neg. 
lected, a Famine muſt needs folow ; but 
well manured, makes great Profit. Ver. 23 
Ia all Labour there is Profit, i. e. if a Ma 
takes Pains in any honeſt Employment, tholf 
never ſo mean, it will bring in ſome Prof, 
Chap. xv. 19. The Way of the ſlothful Man is « 
an Hedge of Thorns, 1. e. a flothful Mar 
when he hath any thing to do, feigns t 
himſelf moſt grievous Difficulties. which 
pretends. are impoſſible to be overcom 
Chap. Xviil. 9. He that is flothful in his Wort 
26 Brother to him that is a great Waſter, i. « 
there is ſo little Difference between a ſlot. 
ful Man and a Prodigal, that they may. b 
called Brethren ; for he that looks not aſte 
his Buſineſs mult needs come to Poverty, a 
well as he that is a Spend-thrift. Chap. x 
4. The Sluggard will not plow, by Reaſon of I 
Cold; — 6 ſhall he yr - bath ; 
have nothing, i. e. the ſmalleſt, Difficulti 
frights a lazy Perſon from the moſt neceſſar 
Undertaking; he will not riſe up to pla 
his Ground in Autumn, when the Mornin 
Air grows ſharp, for fear of catching. Cold 
by which Means he expoſes himſelf ue 
oreater Hardſhips; for in, Harveſt Tim 
when Plenty crowns the Labours of , oth - 
Men, he turns Beggar, and no Body piti 
him, or will relieve him. Chap. xxiv. 30. 57, 
| 7 
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ent by the Field of the Slothful, and by the Vine- 
hard of the Man void of Underſtanding ; I found 
Man fo lazy, and void of Underſtanding, 
hough he had good Land in the; Field, 
End a fruitful Vineyard: Yer. 31. And lo it 
as grown over with Thorns, and Nettles had 
over d the Face thereof, and the Stone-wall there- 
Fs broken down; inſtead of Corn, I was 
as ſurpriz'd with the Sight of Thorns and 
Thiſtles, which had over-run his whole 
Wicld. Chap. xxvii. 23. Be thou diligent to 
om the State of thy Flocks, and look well to 
by Herds, i. e. look after thy Bufinefs thy 
elf, and not truſt entirely to thy Servants. 


1 | hap. XXviit. 19. He that tilleth his Land, ſhall 
OUS .-; Plenty of Bread; but he that followeth after 
n Perſons, ſhall have Poverty enough; he that 


sa good Husband in the Management of his 


Y Witate, ſhall have the Satisfaction of provid- 
”- "Wog plentifully for himſelf, and his Family; 
of ut he that is careleſs, and follows the 
, 15 ourſes of looſe and wicked Companions, 
= an reap no other Fruit of his Negligence, 


Wut the moſt miſerable Beggary. Every Man 
"Ws obliged to do ſomething that he may 
eſerve to live; for a Drone ſhould not be 


1 among the Bees, neither hath Right to devour 
Tio he Honey ; if any Man doth pretend, or pre- 


ume that he hath nothing to do but to eat, 
Wo ſleep, to play, and take his Pleaſure, ſuch 
In one hath no Right to his daily Bread, 
* Theſſ. iii. 10. For this we commanded yon, * 
FP. 
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if any Man would, not work, neither ſbould H 
eat; ſo that no Viee is more infamous than 
Sloth; nor any Man more contemptible thay 
him, who was too lazy to do all the good he 
could, The beſt Soil will not yield 
Fruit, or Grain, if not planted, or fownlf 
therein: We are bid to Pray; even for our 
daily Bread; yet we may ſtarve if we < 
not work for it; Food and Raiment are no 
to be had without great Toll. 7 
I ſhall now proceed to that particulat 
ſort of Induſtry that is mentioned in the 
Text, with the Advantages that do ariſe out 
of it. She ſeeketh Wool, and Flax, and worketl 
willingly with her Hands; Idleneſs is ſo hatefulMot 
to her, that ſhe need not be deſired to em (| 
ploy her ſelf; but of her own Accord ſetsWri 
up a Linen and Moollen Manufacture, to which 
the applies her own Hands willingly, as wel 
as dexterouſly. Ver. 14. She is like the Mer 
chants Ships, ſhe bringeth her Food from afar; 
and therewith ſhe maintains her Family 
without Expence, by carrying on as gainful 
a Traffick for Foreign Commodities, as | 
her Husband ſet out a Fleet of Merchant 
Ships to fetch them from diſtant Countries 
Ver. 15. She riſeth alſo while it is yet Night, ani 
giveth Meat to her Houſbold, and a Portion 1 
ber Maidens; She is an early Riſer before thi 
Break of Day, to ſet her Maidens their ſeve 
ral Tasks. Ver. 16. She conſidereth a Field, ani 
buyeth it; with the Fruit of her Hands ſhe plait 
| of 
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given you the Profit of the Linen and Wooly 


keep us warm, and to make us look love 


the Temple, We read, Exod. xxxv L 
all the | Women that were wije- heerted, 40 0 
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Having han, in the Words of Solon. 


Manufacture, I ſhall go on to trace the Spring 
and Uſe of them. 1 

At the Creation, the Man and his WAS 
were naked, and were pot aſhamed ; for 1 
there was then no Irregular Motion in thih., 
Soul, ſo neither was there any in th, 
Body, that might dye the Cheeks vie 
a Bluſh, or cover the Face with Shane 
Sin brought on the Uſe of Cloaths; and M 


firſt were made of Fig-lcaves ew tog / 


ther, which were larger, and much ſtrong... 
than the I. eaves of any Trees among Hob 
afterwards the Lord God made them Coats, iro 
Skins, We have Hints in Aſter-ages, fronlſ,;; 
the holy Scriptures, and from prophane Wen. 
ters, that the cloathing Part was made hc; 
Wool; as Prov. Xxvil. 26. The Lambs are {i ory 
thy Cloathi ie; the Sheep and the Lambs ie \ 
afford thee Wool to make thee Cloarhs ; Mat 
carly Uſe of Hax: Part of the High Pri 
Garments were of Linen; and theWomens Pr 
vince was to ſpin, and make thoſe Garment 
and afterwards wie read of Silk, Indulin 
taught them, from the Wool of the Shel 
from the Hair of the Goat, from the Labo 
of the Silk-worm, to weave Cloaths 8 


and beautiful in the Eyes of others, Int 
Preparations that were made for _— 


— 
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hy chit Hands, both of blue, and of parple, 
ad of ſcarler, and of fine Linen; and that it 
as an early Practice to work and flouriſh 
ich the Needle, appears in the Song of 
Peborau, Judges v. 30. A Prey of divers Co- 
urs of Needle York, Clothing for the firſt 
ak. Pſal. x!v. 14. Sie ſhall be brought 
no the King in Raiment of Needle Work ; = 
at they had di finguiſhing and coltly Gar- 
ents, Gen. xxxvii. 3. Now Tjrael loved Joſeph 
pre than all his Children, and he made him aCoat 
many Colours. 2 SAM. X11. 18. And ſhe had a 
armut of divers Colours upon her; for with ſuch 
obes were the King's Daughters, that were 
irgins, apparrelled; and for a Royal Bride, her 
lothiag was of wrong ht God; and as their Gar- 
ents were rich, ſoit was often their own Ma- 
fallure. The Web of Penelope is a known 
ory. Alexander the Great was cloathed with 
e Manufacture of his Mother and Siſters ; 

d famous Queens of Egland have worked 
th their own Hands: The late * Queen 
ir}, in all thoſe Hours that were not given 
nei better Employments, wrought with her 
dun Hands; and that ſometimes with {0 
Sherſhbaſtant a Diligence, as if ſhe had been to 
Abo her Bread by it ; a moſt beautiful Sight 
hs Þ ſe: a Queen work A many Hours in a 
lorW:y ; ſhe looked on Idleneſs as the great 
In Uﬀorruprer of humane Nature, and beliey'd, 

rat if the Mind had no Employment given 
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it, it would create ſome of the worſt Son 


0 


„the whole Loſs.” This was a wile an 


— 


— 


to it ſelf, Some Perſons have wrought t 
give away to others; Dorcas has the Char 
cter of a Woman that was full of pov 


e 
Works and Alms-deeds which ſhe did: Ah 
IX. 29. And all the Widows ſtood by him weepind In 


and ſhewing the Coats and Garments which Dor 
made while ſhe was with them. The late learil 
ed Archbiſhop, whoſe Name will be had i 
everlaſting Remembrance, in his Funer 
Sermon for the»pious Mr. Gouge, gives thi 
as Part of his Character: “ That he ſet thi 
&« Poor of the Pariſh, where he was Miniſtef 
« to work at his own Charge; he boughfl 
« Flax and Hemp for them to ſpin; whe 
« ſpun, he paid them for their Work, as 
cauſed it to be wrought into Cloth 
& which he ſold as he could himſelf, bearin 


wx 


well-choſen Way of Charity ; and, in th 
good Effect of it, a much greater Charity tha 
if he had given to thoſe very Perſons tree 
and for nothing, ſo much as he made the 
earn by their Work ; becauſe, by this Mean 
he reſcued them from two moſt danger 
Temptations, Idleneſs and Poverty : Th 


Courſe, ſo happily begun, gave, perhaps, Ui 7 
firſt Hint, to an eminent Citizen, of a mu oc 
larger Deſign, who, tor many Years, loſt 7 ir; 

Jar 


Pence in the Shilling by the Work of the Pod 


Let us now take a Turn to thoW li 


Parts of the World that are not enlightnqF/ic 
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The L 1 NE x Manufatture, | 1 3 
ith the ſaving Knowledge of Jeſas Chriſt, 
nd we ſhall find the common Light of Na- 
ure taught them not to be ſlothful in Buſi- 


eſs. In the Weſt-Indies, Loya Mama taught 
he Women to ſpin and weave, both Cotton, 


Ind certain coarſe Wools of ſome Beaſts a- 


nong them. In Brazzle, the Women ſpin 
nd weave Cotton, and are marvellouſly in- 
juſtrious. In China, the Women are kept 

onſtantly to their Work, being fine Needle- 
omen, and making many curious Embrot- 
eries; they make their own Shoes : The 
Bride, when ſhe is brought Home, finds on 
e Table, Sciſſars, Thread, Cotton, and o- 
her Things, which is to denote to her, that 
he goes to work, and not to be idle. The 
mpreſſes bred Silk- worms, and, with their 
wn Hands, wrought Coverings for their 
| Itars. Egypt was famous for their Linen- 
arn in the Time of Solomon; they were 
hoſe which worked in fine Flax, Ezef. xxvii. 
. Fine Linen, with broidered Work, from Egypt. 
re firſt found out the Art of dying Scarlet; 
ad it was their Trade and Induſtry that 
nade their Merchants, Princes; and their Traf- 

ckers, the Honourable of the Earth 5 
That Spinning was the moſt honburable 
ocation, in which the nobleſt Matrons and 
irgins of ancient Times were employed, is 
hanifeſt from the oldeſt Books we have: 
Ihe Invention is given to Minerva; the like 
'teem it has preſerved to it ſelf in all the 
Ages 
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Ages ſince; inſomuch as all Virgins, even a 
noble Degree and Birth, were, and are (till, * 
ſtyled Spinſters; becauſe this was the Buſineſ 1 
they were to profeſs and practiſe; no Won. er 
der then, amongit the Familiars of the zap. 

tial Wagzon amongſt the Romans, the Wheel fn 
and Diſtaff were ever the chiefeſt and mo fi 
conſpicuous. And the Advantages ariſing 
from the Linen Manufacture would be very 
great, eſpecially if young Children were ac. 
cuſtomed hereunto from their Childhood; 
for by that Means their Fingers, being then 
young and pliable, would get ſuch an Habit 
of working, as Age it ſelf could hardly wear 
away; eſpecially if ſuch Children were bred 
up in Work-Houſes, under the Guard of ho. 
neſt, vigilant, and experienced Miſtreſſes 
In Holand, little Children, which are either 
Poor, or Expos'd, are committed to public 
Work- Houſes, and their tender Fingers arc 
taught to work, before they can weil uf 
their Tongues ;. and heing thus accuſtomed, 
from their Infancy, their Hands are much 
more ready, whiltt Labour and Induſtry 
grow up, and augment with their Nature, 
it fuch Pablich Work- Houſes were ſet up with 
ns, Where the ſcatter'd Current of Charitics 
might meet; and were there but publich 
Spirits, either to contribute, or, with a littic] 
Pains and Honeſty, to overſee ſuch a pious 
Deſign, Villany would ſoon be impracticabie, 
the Number of the Poor diminiſhed, and 
22 {Cl 
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Pariſh Taxations 


Bohemia, and other Parts thereabout, 


hath moſt is the pooreſt; 
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15 
the 
likewiſe would be eaſed, 
he Manufactures of this Nation advanced, 
and Foreign Importations leſſened. 

Large Quantities of fine Linens are made 
n Holland and Handers, and are woven and 
vhitened there; but the Thread that makes 
hem, is brought out of Germany, from Saxopy, 
and 
omes down the Elbe and Rhiae in d ry Fats to 
land and Flanders, where the Flax is ſpun ; 
ictuals are cheap, and in all theſe Parts 
here 15 no Beggar, nor no Occaſion to beg ; 


ich as remain be well provided tor; 


End in all Towns there are Schools for little 


irls from Szx Tears Old and upwards, to 
each them to ſpin, and to bring their 
ender Fingers by Degrees to ſpin very fine, 
yhich, being young, are thereby cafily fitted 
or that Ule ; whereas People grown in 
ears cannot ſo well feel the Thread. Is 
t not a great Pity and Shame that the young 
hildren and Maids here in Egland ſhould be 
dle within Doors, or tearing Hedges, or 
obbing Orchards without, when theie, and 
heſe alone, are the People that may, and 
uſt ſet up this Trade of making fine Linen 
ere. In thoſe Parts, a Man that has the molt 
hildren lives beſt; whereas here he that 
there the Chiidren 


erich the Fat but here they beggar 


im. 


The 


+ 
1 
| 1 
[ 
vn 
. 1 
I. 
1 
: 
7 
4.91 
4 
D 
j 
th 
4 | 
WAN 
it” 
& 7 
NA! 
FT 
4 
w 4 
# 17 
% 
1 
6 
TT! 
14 
* 
' 
Fez 
1 1 
; 
& 
* 
N 
4 
£7 4 
- 
: 
74 * 
14 
by 
6 
38) 
. 
itt! 
of . 
4 
F 1 
. 
4 
Iv 
E 
* 
. 
1 
1 
: 
. 
” 
T7 
14 
F 1 
ö * 
1 
LF 
TI 5 
l 
Iv 
KS. 6 9 
* o 
1 . 
# 
191 
. , 
Ht. 
p14 
pry 
{i | 
: 
: 7 
. 


4” — — . 5 — > 
— —— —— aA. CE 
* — — 7 — 
ks ef — D) — ww 
— — — - : 
— — - 
SY =, We 1 
wv * — "7 - . 4 4 S> 


_ unkno! 


may be invented, countenance and improve 


1 * 
” * 5 
A» o ” 
» - 
þ+S ; 
x 1 
A 


4 I 2 OY 
— * * 
0 — * : a 
a. 7 
HS py nt Je * 
” 0 —— ” > 
* 1 » 
* 6 > 1 p * 
oy e 7 75 4 2 3 
7 . P af - 7 * 7 4 
7 ; * 
6 1 
: 929 1 
I 4 * * 
i; UAC" 


© 
* 

Ot 
* 


prime Coſt of the Materials. The Linen Trade 
is ſo profitable in all its Circumſtances, hotl 
for Riches to the Country, and Imploy for 
the Poor, that Flanders, Holland, and German 
do, with all the Art and Skill that poſſible 


this Manufacture; and ſtill we lie neglecting 
to encourage ſo noble an Improvement; 
and, in the mean Time, buy as much Linen- 
Cloth irom Foreigners, as does coſt near, if not 
full, half a Million of Money Yearly ; and it 
is obſerv'd, that there are ſpare Hands e. 
nough in England to ſpin double as much as 
we ſhall have Occaſion for. 65:4] 

I cannot propoſe a better Method for In- 
duſtry and Charity, than for People thatY 
have Subſtance, to employ the Poor to ſpin 
and weave, and give away the Cloth, or {ell 
it at eaſy Rates; a little Loſs will go herea 
great Way to encourage Work. It is obſerv- 
ed of an eminent Citizen, who having, fo 
ſeven or eight Years together, loſt Two. pence q 7 
| : | | ti 
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e Shilling by all the Work of the Poor; 
e was content, and would fay : * Two: 
pence given them by Work, was twice ſo 
much ſaved to the Publick, in that it took 
them off from Beggary and Theft. 
I am certain it is every Man's indiſpen- 
ble Duty to do all the Service he can to 
s Country; and I ſee not what Difference 
puts between himſelf and his Cattle, who 
es without that Thought; and I cannot 
ink of a better, than to have Privileges 
anted to a certain Number of Children, 
d by Maintenance allotted out of the Pub- 
k to ſuch as too much burthen poor Fa- 
lies; this would increaſe the Riches of a 
ation, which ariſe more ous of the Labour 
Hands, than the Growth of the Soil. It 
obſerv'd in France, that ſince the eltabliſh- 
g of ſo many Manuſactures, through the 
are and Induſtry of a late Miniſter of State, 
carrying on a Trade with other Nations 
grown much eaſier, they ſupplying them- 
ves with their Product and Manufactures; 
that they are not oblig*d to carry Money 
t of the Kingdom in ſuch large Quantities 
before. | 
lt is objected, That if we provide our ſelves 
Home with Linen ſufficient for our Con- 
ption, and do not want that which is 
dught from ay Saxony, Bohemia, and 
and, this Trade muſt ceaſe; for theſe 
era Countries have neither Money, nor 
D ER "|" 
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other Commodities; and if we deal wit 
them, we muſt be contented, in a manne 
to barter our Cloths for their Linen; ar 
by ſuch a Traffick we are no Loſers by t 
r ee 
I will anſwer: It was not fo formerly, j 
our Trade with Fance; a vaſt Sum of M 
ney was ſent thither, near a Million Year 
upon the Balance, and perhaps one Half | 


> 


Linen Cloth; if we can exchange our Woul 
Manufacture (but putting Trade of ly 
Years into a new Method) for Linen, Sil 
or Hine, the fame as if our Land was ſoy 
with Flax, our Sheep bear Silk, or the 
Walks planted with Vines. Little Childn 
can work in the Linen Manufacture, v 
are too young to break, card, or ſpin Wa 
To our Diligence in Work, let us add a tr 
Frugality ; this is our great Misfortune, off 
Poor do not lay 
beſt Advantage. 

aud, in the Words of a 


cc 
cc 
ce 
cc 
6 
[44 
£ 
40 


out their Money to f. 
Hear the Character of H 
great * Stateſmat 
For never any Country traded ſo mu 
and conſumed ſo little; they buy infinite 
but 'tis to ſell again, either upon Impro 
ment of the Commodity, or at a bet 
Market. They are the great Maters 
the Indian Spices, and of the Perſian Sil 
but wear plain Woollen, and feed up 
their own Fiſh and Roots; they = | 
| | e | ee fn 
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| witſÞ. fineſt of their own Cloth to Fance, and 
anne buy Coarſe aut of Euglaud tor their own 
Wear; they ſend abroad the beſt of their 


Py 
yy N own Butrer into all Parts, -and buy the 
cheapeſt out of Ireland, or the North of 
rly; ¶ £22744, for their own Uſe; in ſhort, they 
f MAS furniſh infinite Luxury, which they never 
Tear practiſe; and trade in Pleaſures, which 
alf they never taſte. 1 
Wl 1 (hall. cloſe all with an Exhortation to 
f Mou, who are now removing. from our more 
„ SFnmediate Care in che School. Young irg ins, 


et others ſee that you have had ſome Care 
ken in your Education, and that all is not 
ft; let others ſee, that you are not /lotful 
Buſineſs. If you are induſtrious, you will 
et your daily Bread, Food and Raiment cuu- 
mient for you, into whatſoever Spot of 
ound the Providence of God does cait you 
W; though your are poor, yet it godly, and 
ligent, you may expect the Bleſrags of the 
ma her and the nether Springs. Plal. cxiii. 7. He 
ſeth up the Poor out of the Daſt, and lifteih 
je Needy out of the Daughil, that he may ſet him 
% be Princes, even with the Princes of the 
zopie, The Riches of any Nation flow 
om the induſtrious and working Hands; 
Sils theſe that carry on the variety of uſe- 
up Arts, and make Riches flow in upon 
ell People. You that are poor, lift up your 
fin leads, you are more uſeful, and more bene- 
61 to the Nation, and pay more than ſome 
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and Scorn ; were it not for your Labour 
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do in former Ages. They cannot do withou 
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who have competent Eſtates; your ſpin nia: 
at the Linen- wheel, prevents the importing [ 
of Foreign Cloth; your Carding, your ſpin 
ning at the Woollen- wheel, brings in th 
Wine and Silk; 'tis you that cloath th 
Ladies in foft Raiment, in coſtly Silks ant 
Sattins; iis you that furniſh the Govern 
ment with Money to defray many of th 
neceſſary Expences; and as the King is fe 
by the Labour of the Field, fo he is cloath! 
with the Labour of your Hands. The Ric 
have no Reaſon to treat you with Contemy 


and your Conſumption, what would tha 
Lands be worth? The Nobility, and Gent 

en of the firſt Rank, would be oblig'd 1 
reſide upon their Eſtates, and take a larg 
Share of their Rents in kind, as they uſed t 


vou; we are all Members of the fame pol 
tical Body. The Ege cannot ſay to the Hand, 
hide no unte of thee ; nor again, the Head to th 
Feet, I habe mo need of thee, 1 Cor. xii 11 
God hath ſet the Members every one of them | 
the Body, as tt path pleaſed him. | 
There js no State of Life ſo low an 
mean, but a good Chriſtian may ſo m 
nage it, that his Light ray jo ſhine before "1p 
that they way fee your good Hiob, and ploti 
v omei. Father which 1s in fleaven As Phil 


the tamous Sculpter, expreſs d. his Art to A ee. 


miration, Nor oaly in Gold, and Marbl | 
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inninÞnd Ivory, but in mean Materials, in Wood, 
ortinWr ordinary Stone. 5 

ſpin Conſider the diſtinguiſhing Goodneſs of 
n thMod to you of this Village; that ſo large a 
h thMWarr of the World ſhould lie in Wickedneſs, 
s anW{od unacquainted with the Methods of Sal- 


overnWation; that the Sun in the Firmament 
of thYbould ſhine upon every Spot of Ground in 
is fe his terreſtrial Globe, /o that there is nothing 
oathWid from the Heat thereof; and that the Son — 
Rid Nghteouſneſs ſhould ariſe with Healing in his 


/ings upon fo few ; here we muſt own, the 
Vays of God are unſearchable, his Paths are in 
he great Waters, and his Footſteps are not known ; 
ut that there ſhould be ſo much Darkneſs 


temp 
4 bour 

thei 
rent 


gd nd Ignorance in Eugland, where we have 
 largſad the Means of Grace fo long, and in ſuch 
edi plentiful Manner, Line upon Line, and Pre- 
it hot upon Precept, is an amazing Reflection. 
e poltloo many in our Villages know as little of 
land, Religion, as if they had been bred in the 


10 K 
ii 1 
127 | 


owling Wilderneſs of the Meſt- Indies. You 
ff this Place have had a large Share of it; but 
ow the Remark in Matth. iv. 16. may be 
pply'd to you: The People which ſat in Da rb- 
% ſaw great Light; and to them which ſat in 
Region and Shadow of Death, Light is ſprang 
wp. Blemberry, that has been too long a Piece 
dry and barren Earth, where Ignorance 
ind Prophaneneſs, as Natives of the Soil, have 
to APeen ſo long rife, will now, we hope, be like 
aro well-watered Garden. where the Face of 
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Paradiſe is now appearing in all the Fruits 
Rig hteouſue . Our great Deſign is, to endeavoy 
to repair the Breaches made by the Wickednej 
of the preſent Age, by doing what we can, tha 
the riſing Generation may be bred up bette 
than that which is going off the Stage. My den 
Lambs, I {hall preſently deliver to every ont 
of you a Bible, which is the Word of God: 
The holy Scriptures are given by divine Tnſpirs 
| tion, ana "tis in them we have eternal Life. Th 
Entrance of his Word giveth Light, it giveth Un 
derſtanding unto the Simple; his Word will be; 
Light unto your Path, and a Lamp unto jou 
Feet; to teach and inſtruct, to guide and 
direct you, to ſhew you the Way that you 
ſhould walk in, and the thing that you ſhould 
do. The Law of the Lord is perfect, conver 
ing the Soul; his Teſtimonies will give Wiſdon 
to the ſimple; his Statntes rejoice the Heart; hi 
Commanaments enlighten the Eyes. Timothy from 
a Child knew the holy Scriptures, which were abl 
to make him wiſe anto Salvation. You have had 
large Portions of them lodged in your Me. 
mories; and if ſome of it is only learned bj 
Roat, and you do not as yet fully underſtand 
it; yet Time and Age will ſhew you th 
Meaning of it, when, perhaps, you would nol 
have been at the Pains to learn it; and, per 
haps, ſome would not ſo much as hart 
thought of it, were it not lodged in yo 
Heads before. Young and tender Plants, le 
me bcg of you to take Pleaſure in _ 
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Let me beg of you, that as, under the Jen | 
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Diſpenſation, a Lamb was offered in thy 
Morning, and another in the Evening Sacrk 
fice; ſo every Morning, when you ariſe ou 
of your Beds, pour out your Souls to God 
deſire of Him Strength and Grace, that you 
Converſation may be ſuch as becomes the Goſpel g 
Chriſt: In the Evening, pray that you may 
ye down in Peace, and take your Reſt; thi 
there may be none to hurt you,or to make you afraid; 
that you may commune with your own Hearts in 
on your Beds. | . | | 
In the laſt Place, I am to deliver to you 
your Catechiſm; and I earneſtly deſire you 
to hold faſt that Form of ſound Woras ; i 
Mort, let me, in the Bowels of Chriſt, beſeech 
you, that as you have been taught to remem 
ber your Creator in the Days of your Touth ; | 
you would not forget Him when you are Old ani 
Grey-headed : That as now you are Young 
you have been trained up in the beſt Way; i 
when you are grown in Years, you mould 
not depart from it. I have but one Worl 
more, and that is: The Lord bleſs you, ani 
keep you ; the Lord make his Face ſhine upon you 
and be gracious unto you ; the Lord lift up il 
Light of his Countenanct upon yon, and give qui 
Peace. —— 3 
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